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intervention of the Allies to support the Manchu
dynasty against the Taiping rebellion.    The moral
effect of these first wars and of the early treaties
was  speedily dissipated,  and  the mandarins took
heart of grace when they realised that the foreign
Powers  were  definitely  committed,  in  their  own
avowed   interests,   to   the   policy   of   maintaining
the  integrity  of  China  and  to  the  international
jealousies which that policy could not fail to create.
Chinese diplomacy from  1860 onwards repeatedly
waxed bold by perception of the paradoxical truth
that its political strength lay in the Empire's moral
weakness;   and the success which for nearly half * a
century it achieved in the matter of playing off one
barbarian against another tended to increase rather
than to diminish the mandarin's contempt for the
intelligence of the foreigner.   Li Hung-chang differed
from the most distinguished of his contemporaries,
both as diplomat and as administrator, in that, while
he fully shared their dislike and distrust of the
European, he did not share their contempt.   How
greatly his discrimination in this respect exceeded
that of the other high officials and advisers of the
Throne   becomes   evident  when   we   compare  his
memorials and despatches with those of the Viceroys
and governors, his colleagues.   The State papers of
the most famous of the famous Yangtsze Viceroys,
Chang Chih-tung and Liu K?un-yi, continued to the
*nd to represent faithfully and without shadow o!
:hange the orthodox mandarin's conception of China
as the centre of the universe, and the ConfticiaR
scholar as the fragrant flower of that centre.   Their
advice to the Throne on matters of foreign poMcy
never bore any relation whatsoever to the world